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Zagtebie world organization Board
and members express
Our Sincere Condolences on the
Passing Away of

Berny - Berek Bratt

Born in Kromolow

Passed away in Philadelphia
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Honorata Opened The Door

Honorata Skowronska

In July 1942, Bernard Fridrich of Bedzin, with his
baby daughter, Irena, in his arms, knocked on
Honorata Skowronska’s door. Skowronska, who
lived with her three children in Dgbrowa Gérnicza
in Upper Silesia, agreed to look after the baby
and passed her off as a relative. When, however,
the neighbors grew suspicious, Skowronska had
to find her a safer hiding place. She paid a local
peasant family to look after Irena, whom she
registered as her niece.

After the liberation in January 1945, Skowronska
took Irena back and looked after her until late
1945, when Fridrich returned and found his
daughter safe and sound.

Bernard Fridrich and his daughter immigrated to
the United States.

On March 5,

1984, Yad Vashem recognized

Honorata Skowronska as Righteous Among the
Nations.

They Were Our Neighbors

Jozef & Felicja Wieczkowski

Jozef and Felica Wieczkowski lived in Dabrowa
Gornicza near Katowice. Before the outbreak of
the war, they were neighbors of the Grossman
family, Henryk, Regina, their daughter, Szfira-
Stefanua, born 1938, and an infant son.

In 1940, the enteir Grossman family was forced to
live in the ghetto. When Henryk was taken to a
concentraion camp, Regina was left alone in the
ghetto with her two children. Regina’s brother
reached the conclusion that the only chance of
saving the children was finding a Polish family
that would agree to hide them. He turned to the
family’s prewar neighbors the Wieczkowskis. “We
knew that the childless Felicja loved children,”
wrote Regina in her testimony. The Wieczkowskis
agreed to take in Stefania. Regina also tried to
find a family for her young son, but these
attempts were unsuccessful and the child was
killed in the ghetto.

Regina was later sent to Auschwitz and soon
after. Jozef Wieczkowski was sent to a forced

labor camp from which he never returned.

Felicja took care of Stefania all by herself, carring
for the child as if she were her own. One day,
somemone informed on her and policemen
arrived at her apartment. Felicja maneged to hide
the child in the basement and later arranged a
permanent hiding place there. Stefnia spent over
three years in the basement. Felicja used to go
there three to four times a day with food; she
also bathed the girl at night.

When the war was over, Regina, who survived,
returned to Dabrowa Gornicza. Stefania did not
recognize her. Felicila explained to her who
Regina was and, after a while, Stefania
remembered her.

Later Regina and her daughter immigrated to the
United States.

On November 22, 1989, Yad Vashem recognized
Jozef Wieczkowski and his wife, Felicja
Wieczkowska, as Righteous Among the Nations.

The stories of the “Righteous” are taken from The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the
Nations - Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust , Poland, (Yad Vashem).

Coming Events - Save the Date

2009:
September 14, Monday, é6pm | ''Lechaim" - Rosh Hashanah Gathering at 101 Arlozorov St., TA
December* Hanukkah Ball

2010:

February, 5** Friday 11:30 am

Tu Be'shvat planting at Yad Hazikaron in Modiin

April, a week before Passover

""Lechaim" - Passover Gathering in Tel Aviv 5:30pm *

April, 12 Monday, 4pm

Yom Hashoa Memorial at Yad Hazikaron in Modiin

July, 20 Tuesday, 4pm

Tisha Be'Av Yahrzeit at Nachalat Yitzhak Cemetery

*For any more information, please call the organization on Wednesday afternoon, Tel: 972-3-5270919
**There could be a schedule change due to weather onditions
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Joe and Faye’s
daughter, Golda
Slome, with family.
Golda and Dr.
Moshe Slome with
their 8 children and
6 grandchildren

A Beacon of Light in the Dark

By Yona Kobo - Kotlicki

Righteous Among the Nations from Dabrowa Gérnicza
On the 70™ anniversary of the outbreak of World War II, we wish to extol those who dared to
defy the forces of evil, in the darkest days when human hatred and cruelty reached their lowest

depths.

We wish to thank those who did their utmost to help the persecuted while endangering their own
lives and families, those whom we call “Righteous Among the Nations”.

“Righteous Among the Nations” (righteous gentiles) is a distinction awarded by the State of
Israel to non-Jews who displayed unusual courage and ethics during the Shoa (Holocaust)

based on a single motive — love of mankind.

To date, some 22,700 people have been recognized by Yad Vashem as “Righteous Among the

Nations”, including 6,136 Poles.

Motivated by Love of Their Fellow Man

Marianna & Franciszek Kozuchowski

Before the war, Franciszek and Marianna
Kozuchowski, who lived in the Town of Dabrowa
Goérnicza in Upper Silesia, had many Jewish
acquaintances, including Henryk and Ala
Starozum, who lived in the nearby town of
Sosnowiec. In 1942, when the Jews of Sosnowiec
were interned in the ghetto, Henryk Starozum and
his wife, together with Henryk’s brother-in-law,
four members of the Maka family, and two
members of the Studencki family, made their way
to the Kozuchowskis apartment. The
Kozuchowskis, motivated by love of their fellow
man and their Christian faith, took in all nine
refugees and looked after them the best of their
ability, without expecting anything in return.

16

Although Kozuchowski received some financial
assistance from the Polish underground it was not
enough to cover the cost of the refugees’ upkeep.
The Kozuchowskis did not hesitate to sell their
furniture, including personal items, to bring in
extra income.

All the refugees in the Kozuchowskis’ apartment,
survived and were liberated.

After the war, most of them left Poland, after first
providing written testimony as to how the
Kozuchowskis had saved their lives.

On January 18, 1983, Yad Vashem recognized
Marianna & Franciszek Kozuchowski  as
Righteous Among the Nations
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Members at a Memorial. From right to left, Faye (Greenspan)
Isakow, Joe Isakow and Simon Slivka |||
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Isakow Family
Joe and Faye Isakow with their Children, From right to left, Golda
Slome, Dr. Irving Isakow, Dr. Danial Isakow and Bruce Isakow
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Personal Commemoration
We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin Memorial Site, there are still places left for
personal commemorations of family members that died in the Holocaust. One engraved line of commemoration,
in black marble, costs 150$. Those who wish to commemorate their beloved ones can contact the organization.

The Zagtebie Society of Toronto
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The Executive at the Luncheon: From right to left,
Kalman Pilc, Alan Pipesberg, Simon Slivka, Phillis
Studniberg, Larry Iskakov, chairman David Bleeman
and Mark Pilc

Third Generation Members attending the Luncheon in
honor of their Grandfather. Grandchildren of Simon
Slivka: From right to left, Rebecca Boshi, Leor Boshi,
and recently graduated Dr. Rachael Slivka

Hamotzi at the Luncheon by: Kalman Pilc
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On Sunday, June 14, 2009, the
Zagtebie Society of Toronto
held a luncheon at the Pride of
Israel Synagogue to honor the
founding Fathers of our society.
Over 160 members and guests
attended the successful event
from 3 generations including a
few that had traveled long
distances to be there. The
luncheon was MCd by Dr.
David Bleeman, chairman of the
Society, and opened with the
singing of “Hatikvah” and “Oh
Canada” led by Jennie
Eisenstein.  Rebecca Boshi,
granddaughter of Simon Slivka,
presented plaques and flowers
to Faye Isakow and Esther
Shafman for their outstanding
work as hospitaliers on behalf
of the Society. The Hamotzi
was made by Kalman Pilc and
Dr. Bleeman then gave a
speech detailing the origins of
the Society and naming some
of the original founding
members. As the proceedings
continued, it soon became
apparent that the purpose of the
luncheon was to present a
surprise honorarium certificate
to Simon Slivka, whose work
and dedication has resulted in
the great success of our society
today. Lunch was served and
everyone had a marvelous time.
We always look forward to
celebrating  special events
together.




Dear fellow Zagtebians,

The Jewish year of 5769 is coming to an end, and
a new year will soon begin - 5770.

Usually, on Rosh Hashanah’s issue of Zagfebier
Zeitung we report on our yearly visit to the
Zagtebie region, in July-August. This year, a
delegation on our behalf didn’t go to Poland. Yet
a lot of organizational activities took place during
the summer.

On May, a meeting was held, in Rannana, at
Ayala Avidov’'s home. More than 60 members of
the second and third generation attended. The
meeting was successful and since than we have
many new young people who joined the
organization. At that meeting, fresh ideas and
new options for activities came up, like: upgrading
the organization’s web site, establishing an
archive, keeping in touch with members of the
first generation, and monthly meetings of second
generation at the framework of “Zagtebie coffee
shop”.

| hope that among the first activities will also be
the reconstructing relations with Zagtebie
organizations all over the world and young
Zagtebians in: USA, Canada, Australia, Germany,
France, England etc.

We bless that new spirit and drive and we’ll do
our best to see our children and grandchildren
prospers and succeeding in the responsibility they
are taking upon themselves to keep our
organization and lead it to the 21°' century.

At the closing of the year 5769, | wish all Zagtebie
Jews in Israel and overseas and their families, a
Happy and Healthy New Year, a year of peace
and prosperity.

Shana Tova!
Abraham Green - Chairman of the Zagtebie
World Organization

April 21, 2009 -Yom HaShoa Memorial Service for Zagtebie Martyrs

The topic of this year ceremony at the Memorial
Site in Modiin was “The 70" Anniversary of the
Outbreak of World War I1”.

Thousands came to Yad Hazikaron - four
generations Zagtebians, Ministers, Knesset
members, public figures, senior police officials,
soldiers and many guests including youths.

A short military ceremonial drill conducted by a
squad of soldiers from a nearby IDF base was
followed by the traditional lighting of the torches.
Cantor Menashe Fetman, who conducted the
religious part of the memorial service, chanted the
prayers. “Yizkor” was said by Itzhak Greengrass
and “Kadish” by Zvi Landau.

Noach Flug at the memorial service in Modiin
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The following persons spoke at the ceremony: Mr.
Abraham Green - Chairman of Zagtebie World
Organization; Mr. Ehud Barak - Minister of
Defense; Mr. Noach Flug - Chairman of The
Center of Organizations of Holocaust Survivors in
Israel (COHSI); Mr. Shimon Nitzani -
second-generation, Lieutenant Leelach Avidov -
third generation.

Menashe Fetman and his band provided the
artistic program.

The ceremony was conducted by Varda
Greenberg (Tobiash) and Shelomi Karib
(Krawinski), both members of the second-
generation.

Shimon Nitzani at the memorial service
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